
37Chapter 2: Social Class

EXPLORING social problems

Who Is Poor?

U.S. Data Map 2.1  �Percentage of people in poverty by 
state, two-year average 2012–2013

SOURCE: DeNavas-Walt and Proctor 2014.
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Figure 2.1  �Percentage below poverty 
level by gender, 2013
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SOURCE: DeNavas-Walt and Proctor 2014.

Figure 2.2  �Percentage below poverty 
by age, 2013

0

5

10

15

20

25

19.9

13.6

9.5

Under age 18 Aged 18-64 Aged 65 and
older

Pe
rc

en
ta

g
e

SOURCE: DeNavas-Walt and Proctor 2014. 
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Figure 2.3  �Percentage below poverty by race and  
ethnicity, 2013

SOURCE: DeNavas-Walt and Proctor 2014. 

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
In 2012–2013, the South had the highest poverty rate (16.1%), 
followed by the West (14.7%), the Midwest (12.9%), and the 
Northeast (12.7%) (DeNavas-Walt and Proctor 2014). The states 
with the highest two-year average poverty rates were Louisiana, 
New Mexico, and Mississippi. The variation in regional rates of 
poverty may be due to people-specific characteristics (percentage 
of racial/ethnic minorities, female heads of households) or 
characteristics based on place (labor market, cost of living).

As discussed in this chapter, your social position determines 
your life chances of being poor. Groups most likely to experience 
poverty in the United States are women (especially female 
householders with no husband present), children, or ethnic/
racial minorities (refer to Figures 2.1 through 2.3). 

Why are these groups more susceptible to poverty than 
other groups?


